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LOCAL
Pilot aborts flight from
San Jose over bird fears
SAN JOSE — United Airlines
officials say a pilot aborted
a flight just before takeoff
over concern that seagulls
had struck one of the plane’s
engines.
United spokeswoman Robin
Urbanski said Flight 1220
from San Jose to Denver had
reached nearly 140 mph on
the runway Monday when the
pilot called off the flight.
Urbanski said the pilot was
able to shut down the engine
before leaving the ground and
returned to the gate without
incident.

NATIONAL
Justice Department
defends Bush policy of
secrecy
WASHINGTON — Despite
President Obama’s vow to
open government more than
ever, the Justice Department is
defending Bush administration
decisions to keep secret many
documents about domestic
wiretapping, data collection
on travelers and U.S. citizens,
and interrogation of suspected
terrorists.

WORLD
Britain, France reveal
collision of two subs
LONDON — Nuclear
submarines from Britain and
France collided deep in the
Atlantic Ocean this month,
authorities said Monday in
the first acknowledgment of a
highly unusual accident that
one expert called the gravest in
nearly a decade. Officials said
the low-speed crash did not
damage the vessels’ nuclear
reactors or missiles or cause
radiation to leak.
Man accused of lighting
fire in Australia
CHURCHILL, Australia — The
only person accused of lighting
one of Australia’s deadly
wildfires was a lonely Websurfer who liked dogs, always
said “G’day” to neighbors, and
was trying to find love online.
Brendan Sokaluk, a 39-year-old
who reportedly served as a
volunteer fighter, was named
as the suspect police arrested
last week. The death toll from
the wildfires edged up to 189
on Monday. Sokaluk has been
charged with one count of
arson causing death and one
of lighting a blaze that police
said Monday killed 10 people.
— Associated Press
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‘SUPER SUNDAY’

Preaching the values of education
Whitmore visits local church
to promote college attendance
among black community
SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

Churchgoers at the Maranatha Christian Center welcomed SJSU President
Jon Whitmore on Sunday to celebrate
Super Sunday, an event during Black History Month that aims to educate AfricanAmerican youth about college.
Although this is Whitmore’s first Super
Sunday, the California State University system and several churches have been participating for the past four years.
The service began with praise, song and
dance as attendees clapped and cheered
to the sound of gospel music to the beat of
drums, bongos and the melody of an organ.
Whitmore stood and sang while contributing to the praise.
The church acknowledged several SJSU
faculty members, students and alumni,
along with Associated Students President
Vosa Cavu-Litman, who were present in
the audience.
Youth Pastor Ben Guerrero took the
podium and greeted everyone before “The

See CHURCH, page 2

SJSU President Jon Whitmore speaks with churchgoers from the Marantha Christian
Center about enrolling at SJSU at a Super Sunday service on Sunday morning.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

ENGINEERING

Automotive club works
long hours building race car
for upcoming competition
JUSTIN PERRY
Staff Writer

For many, what goes on beneath the hood of a car is about
as big of a mystery as how the
universe was created, but this
is not the case for the students
of the SJSU chapter of Society
of Automotive Engineers International.
The team of about 30 students, mostly engineering majors, has been designing, fabricating and assembling a working
formula race car from the ground
up since the formation of the
club about a year ago.
The team plans on com-

Johanna Knudsen, a senior
mechanical engineering major.

peting in the Formula SAE
competition at the Auto Club
Speedway in Fontana, Calif.,
June 17 to 20, where they will
race their car on an autocrossstyle course against teams from
universities across the country
and the world.
An autocross course is a
temporary track, marked by
cones, that is mainly designed
to test a car’s handling, rather
than its speed and power.
Johanna Knudsen, senior
mechanical engineering major
and member of chassis team,

See RACE CAR, page 2
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Taser death of local resident
raises questions about use by police
Force Option

Number of applications

Control hold
Control hold-injury
Takedown
Body weapons (e.g. hands/feet)
Impact weapons (e.g. baton)
Taser probes deployed (darts fired)
O.C. spray
Taser drive stun (darts not fired)
Taser probes deployed-missed
Canine apprehension
Projectile impact weapon (e.g. stun bag)
Legal intervention
Carotid restraint
Deadly force

789
40
795
269
231
143
94
68
29
14
6
1
1
0

Total

2480

% of total force
options applied
31.81%
1.61%
32.06%
10.85%
9.31%
5.78%
3.79%
2.74%
1.17%
0.56%
0.24%
<0.0%
<0.0%
0%

99.92%
Source / 2007 SJPD Force Response Report

HANK DREW

Staff Writer

The San Jose Police Department is under investigation for
the death of Richard Lua, which
happened while he was in custody after being shocked with a
Taser on Feb. 11.
SJPD Sgt. Ronnie Lopez said
the officers noticed Lua acting
suspiciously. Lua then fled the
scene. Lopez said a resident of
the 2200 block of Amador Drive
informed the officers of a suspicious person in their backyard.
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SPORTS BLOG

SPORTS

Were the selections of the
2009 NBA All-Star Game
MVPs fair?

Watch the SJSU Precision
Flying Team compete in a
contest of piloting skill.

Sports Editor Ryan Buchan
discusses the new hiring
of Terry Malley as SJSU’s
quarterbacks coach.

Follow tonight’s live blog of
the SJSU men’s basketball
team’s game against Utah
Valley at 7.

Sports Blog:
www.spartandailysports.wordpress.com
Photo Blog:
www.spartandailyphoto.wordpress.com
News Blog:
www.spartandailynews.wordpress.com

PHOTO BLOG

LIVE BLOG

Spartan Daily photographers
share the best photos of
the week. Plus a new photo
feature, Around Downtown.

Go to theSpartanDaily.com on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
when Spartan Daily staff writers blog live from a forum on
the conflict in Gaza given by a local Palestinian group.

Watch President Jon
Whitmore participate
in Super Sunday at the
Maranatha Christian Center.

CHRISTIAN GARRUCHO / Spartan Daily

“The officers located the subject and attempted to take the
subject into custody,” he said.
“The subject violently resisted.”
Lopez said the struggle continued with the officers using
their batons and at one point, an
officer deployed his Taser.
He said the suspect was controlled when he went into medical distress.
Lopez said Lua died on the
scene after attempts to revive
him failed. Both officers were
injured in the melee, he said.
According to a report by the
American Civil Liberties Union

of Northern California, five people, six counting Lua, have died
after being shocked with Tasers
by the SJPD since 2004.
UPD Sgt. John Laws, an 18year veteran of the force, said
campus police do use Tasers
and has never had a Taser-related death on campus.
“Considering the number of
times that those Tasers get used
across the country,” he said, “the
amount of deaths that have been
associated with a Taser have

See TASER, page 3

Tune in to postgame
interviews of the Spartan
rugby club after their 11-6
loss to Humboldt State on
Saturday.

JAMES JEFFREY / Spartan Daily
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CHURCH Whitmore also encouraged
attendees to apply to other local CSUs
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Today
Continued from page 1

Burton Folsom
The author discusses his new
book “New Deal or Raw Deal?
How FDR’s economic Legacy Has
Damaged America.”
5:15 to 6:45 p.m. in Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Library, Room 225.
Contact Jack Estill at
john.estill@sjsu.edu

Cypress Strong
Quartet
12:20 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact Joan at 924-4673.

Farmer’s Market
Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Clark Hall,
rain or shine.
Contact Luisa Garrett at
luisa@postalmodern.com

18

Wednesday

Financial Aid
Workshop
Apply early for financial aid and
learn about a special savings
program.
1:30 to 5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library, Room 255/257.
Contact Maria Romo at
eopsjsu@yahoo.com

Investing in
Entrepreneurship
in Turbulent Times
Ron Conway, an SJSU alumnus,
will share his experiences as a
serial investor who has invested
in many successful startups.
6 to 7:30 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library, Room 225/229.
Contact Anu Basu at 924-3593.

Taming the
Monkey Mind
3:30 to 5:30 p.m. in the Costanoan Room of the Student Union.
Contact Justin at 677-8681.

Zen Buddhism Club
Probing our mental states.
3:30 p.m. in the Costanoan Room
of the Student Union.
Contact Justin 677-8681.

19

Thursday

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship hosts
a weekly study.
7 p.m. in the Pacifica Room at the
Student Union.
Contact Justin Foon at
jfoon1@yahoo.com

Gatorade Pong
Delta Upsilon hosts a fundraiser
for the Philanthropic Cancer
Foundation. 5 p.m. at the Fraternity House on 201 S. 11th Street.
Contact Chris Jones
(707) 483-1585.

Graduate Vocal
Recital

SJSU President Jon Whitmore CHRISTIAN GARRUCHO / Spartan Daily
prayed with participants of the Super Sunday service
at the Marantha Christian Center on Sunday morning.

Also in the works this spring
is an advisory program from
church communities and SJSU,
he said.
He ended on a musical
note, mentioning that the music throughout the service was
spectacular and it got right into
his soul.
After Whitmore’s address,
Pastor Anthony Williams gave
his sermon and concluded the
service in prayer.
An SJSU table was set up
in the lobby of the church
for anyone wanting information
and insight about the campus
or university itself. Representatives were also there to answer
questions.
“I thought Super Sunday was
fabulous. We were really appreciative of President Whitmore
coming,” Williams said. “He
made a grand presentation and
we had many young people at the
SJSU table. We sent our juniors
and our seniors there and then
some of the students that are
presently there to get some great
information. It was a great day. It
was a tremendous day.”

RACE CAR Student: Goal is to
have car running on its own by Feb. 20
Continued from page 1
said the team expects to finish
fabrication in the next few weeks
and begin testing.
“We’ve set a really aggressive
deadline of Feb. 20 for the car
running under its own power,”
she said. “We’re doing our best
to make that deadline, but we’ll
probably be a little late. But as
long as we’re shooting for that
deadline and doing everything
we can it’ll be OK.”
So far, the team has completed the chassis and has a working
engine which they are testing and
tuning on a dynamometer, a machine that measures the torque
and rpm of the engine.
“We’ve had this thing running
a couple nights,” Knudsen said,
“which is pretty cool. It starts
rumbling and you’re like, ‘oh,
that’s exciting.’”
The team spends a tremendous amount of time working on
the project.
“I’m here every weekend,
pretty much, and every night
until midnight, one o’clock,” said
Joey Penniman, a senior mechanical engineering major and
suspension team lead.
“For me, it’s like a full-time
job, pretty much,” Knudsen said.
“We’re in there all the time, in

the shop. You get out of class,
you go to the shop. Go get some
food, come back to the shop. You
know, it’s like we live in there.”
Much of the time the team
spends on this project is extracurricular.
“There’s a lot of time spent
on the project that doesn’t really
count for anything school related,” Knudsen said.
Many of the students, however, are able to design parts of
the car in their classes and then
apply their design to the project.
Knudsen said for 14 of the team
members, the Formula SAE project is also their senior project.
“Occasionally you’ll have a
class where it’s like, you gotta
design this little thing and test it
... and so you’d be like, oh, I need
to make this for the car, might as
well make that part of the project,” Knudsen said. “So you can
kind of make it overlap, but it’s
pretty much on top of all our
other school work.”
One important benefit of this
project is students have the opportunity to gain skills that they
wouldn’t normally learn in their
engineering classes.
“It’s basically just getting a
feel for how things are gonna go
in the real world,” said Mitchell
Robeck, a mechanical engineering senior and pedal assembly designer. “We do projects in classes,

12:20 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music
Building Concert Hall.
Contact Joan at 924-4673.

Meditation Group
“Walking and Sitting like a Buddha.”
5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Library.
Contact Harrison at
zhhaarrrriissoonn@gmail.com

Money
Management
For Students
12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Clark Hall,
Room 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu
Sparta Guide is provided free of
charge to students, faculty and
staff members. The deadline for
entries is noon, three working days
before the desired publication date.
Space restrictions may require
editing of submission. Entries are
printed in the order in which they
are received. Submit entries online
at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Ambassador of Praise” choir
sang. Whitmore took the podium soon after to speak about
Super Sunday.
After a warm welcome, Whitmore spoke to the congregation
about planning for college. He
ensured them that more money
in the form of student aid would
be available and told them not
to be discouraged if they are the
first generation, like himself, to
attend college.
“The idea of going to college really starts in the fifth or
sixth grade,” Whitmore said. “I
mean, somebody has to have
that in their head and then take
the right sequence of courses
through junior high and high
school to be ready to go to college, so we need to have that dialogue early with their parents as
well as with the students so they
can encourage their young person to come.”
“Our youth is our present and
they definitely are our future

and by showing that we believe
in them,” said Maria Lopez, an
administrator at Maranatha and
an SJSU alumna. “It helps them
believe in themselves. By bringing the president in, it shows
that we have people in higher
positions that want to help them
out at San Jose State.”
Although SJSU’s application
deadline has closed, Whitmore
encouraged students to apply
to neighboring CSUs such asCal State East Bay and Cal State
Monterey Bay.
“Super Sunday is important
to me because the diversity of
our campus is something we
cherish and one of the smaller
minority populations of the
university is the African-Americans,” Whitmore said. “We want
to expand that presence on our
campus because it adds to the
meaning of the education and
we have a responsibility to our
community.”
Whitmore spoke of upcoming programs, such as the Algebra Gateway program, that are
designed to help students overcome obstacles and achieve.

Johanna Knudsen, senior mechanical DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
engineering major, gives a PowerPoint presentation in the
Engineering building last Monday.

and, yes, we’re building stuff, but
we’re not building stuff how it’ll
be built outside of school.”
Knudsen said the team is divided into three smaller teams:
the chassis team, engine team,
and suspension team. Members
of each team work together on
a variety of specialized tasks
and coordinate with the rest
of the teams to make sure their
parts of the car function with
the other parts.
In addition to designing the
car, team members must perform
a variety of other tasks. “Not necessarily working in the shop, but
in the club room on the project
working on sponsorships, working on newsletters, updating our
schedules, making sure all of our
theory is congruent with what
we’re building,” Penniman said.
Although the team receives
some financial support from the
engineering department, Knudsen said the majority of their funding comes from sponsorships.
“We go out and find companies and tell them about the
project, and tell them, you know,
we’re trying to become better
engineers,” she said. “That’s kind
of our thing that we go to companies with. Try to convince them,
if you support us financially or
whatever you can give us in services, then we can give you awesome engineers.”

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
Johanna Knudsen (left), a senior
mechanical engineering major, looks on as Darren Schwald, a
junior mechanical engineering major, measures the vehicle.
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TASER Officer: ‘Tasers get
such bad publicity any time
there is a negative incident’
Continued from page 1

A man crosses the street at the intersection of fourth and San Carlos streets.
Weather forecasters predict rain through the rest of the week.

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily

Learning how to help keep SJSU safe
Students and faculty go
through CERT training
RALPH WARNER
Staff Writer

SJSU students, faculty and staff
completed Community Emergency Response Team training on
Sunday in an effort to prepare the
campus for natural, manmade,
and technological disasters.
Members who finished training received national certification from the Federal Emergency
Response Agency. The response
team training, which requires
about 20 hours of both lecture
and hands-on work focused on
fire safety, response to natural
disasters, organization during disasters, first aid, and light search
and rescue.
The University Police Department provided training free
of charge to members of the
campus community over the
span of three days. Community
Emergency Response Team, or
CERT, training and nationwide
promotion of the program began
in 1994 and was based on training done within the Los Angeles
City Fire Department.
“This program is important

for students because this is their
community for however many
hours they’re here a week,” said
Sgt. John Laws. “If we were to
have a major disaster we’re going
to depend on a lot of these students to help us follow through
and provide the emergency disaster training we give out at
CERT training.”
The class size, which usually
consists of 10 to 15 members of
the SJSU community, was 30 this
year. Emergency services coordinator student assistant Katrina
Bautista, an instructor during this
year’s training, said enrollment in
the course has grown because of
campus awareness through the
online SJSU events calendar.
“We just had to get it out to
the public more and I believe
that’s why more people came,”
Bautista said. “There were more
students that wanted to join this
year — we had a waiting list.”
Bautista said a combination
of hands-on training and lectures kept the students enthusiastic and informed throughout
the course, which took place on
Feb. 7, 8, and 15.
“We try to have them participate in activities outside every
day so that it’s not just long lectures,” Bautista said. “It’s a fun
class and you learn a lot.”

Will Heid, a 22 year-old business major, said he took part in
the training to add to the emergency response skills he learned
as an Eagle Scout.
“I had fun during the session
and I think it went rather well,”
he said. “Something that makes
it easier is the fact that it’s taught
in kind of a light-hearted manner rather than being incredibly
serious. But all of us here realize
it’s a very serious thing to take
part in.”
This year’s training class consisted of 25 members of AmeriCorps, a national service program.
Members of AmeriCorps are required to take part in emergency
response training as a part of their
community service program.
Mohammad Veheshtaein, an
AmeriCorps member and nutritional science major, said everyone who has time should take
advantage of the training offered
because it provides information
that can one day be beneficial to
everyone.
“I don’t think it’s just SJSU
students that should participate, but it’s really everyone that
should because it really adds to
their own knowledge as far as if
any disasters were to occur,” he
said. “Just as an example, what
happened in 9/11 or Katrina, if

One student learns proper technique for helping someone in event CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / Spartan Daily
of a disaster as part of CERT training on Sunday.

people knew exactly what to do,
things would have been done
much quicker and people would
have been safer. And for SJSU
students it’s free, so why not?”
CERT training classes are
currently available once a semester, but Bautista and Laws
said if interest continues to
grow, the frequency of courses
can increase.
“We would like to get more
people in classes,” Laws said.
“They’re going to start doing a
little more outreach to begin to
get people involved, and if we
begin to max out on one class
a semester, then they can add
more classes per semester.”

been very small.”
Laws said using a Taser falls
between hands-on and baton
on the scale of force, with commands being the lowest and
deadly force being the highest.
He said his first response
when he heard of Lua’s death
was “Oh no, not again.”
“Tasers get such bad publicity any time there is a negative incident,” he said. “Which
means I am going to have to
be explaining how the Taser
works and what goes on with
a Taser and why there can be a
death involved with a Taser.”
“Could the same result have
occurred if the officers continued to use batons?” Laws
asked. “Could there have been
a more immediate result if the
officers had been forced to use
their handguns?”
Laws said the UPD employs
two Taser instructors and two
more officers are being sent to
a Taser instructor school.
“Peace Officers Standards
and Training commission for
California mandates four hours
of Taser training before you can
carry and use a Taser,” he said.
John Monson, a freshman mechanical engineering

major, said he was surprised that
a weapon used so commonly
by police officers could kill.
“It is shocking because that
is what police use all the time
on people, and it is not supposed to kill them,” he said.
“Just stop them.”
Gina Paulson, a junior English major, said she is alarmed
by deaths related to the use of
Tasers.
“I think they obviously are
not using it right,” she said. “It
is stupid.”
Gloria Gomez, an undeclared sophomore, agreed with
Paulson.
“These are human lives,”
she said.
According to the SJPD
2007 Force Response Report,
which is a voluntary reporting
of all reportable use of force by
SJPD members, SJPD handled
436,624 calls for service, which
led to 35,998 arrests and 1,037
incidents that involved force
response.
The report states that 76
percent of these cases involved
the lowest levels of force:
control holds and takedowns.
Tasers were used in 10 percent
of the cases, which would equal
103 uses of Tasers. The report
does not indicate the number
of deaths related to any of the
other methods of force.

www.theSpartanDaily.com
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LOCAL MUSIC REVIEW: PANTHELION

Experimental jazz rejuvenates music scene
DAVID ZUGNONI
Senior Staff Writer

Panthelion: Don’t let the
name fool you.
You’re thinking, “I get it, part
panther, part lion — fierce, fast,
scary, sharp teeth.”
Don’t think that.
On their 2007 full-length release “Life After 339,” San Jose’s
Panthelion are more like a bunny
petting a hamster than anything
a panther or a lion would do.
Think part old-school jazz,
part lounge and part classical
with some damn adventurous
experimentation. We’re talking
gentle, smooth, sensual, at times
dark — would make for good
background music, if you catch
my drift.
These guys aren’t a group of
three-chord garage rockers who

one day stumbled upon a Miles
Davis record and said, “Hey,
let’s try some jazz stuff.” No, no,
they’ve clearly had some time
to soak in their influences and
develop a style.
They’ve got the soulful Miles
Davis thing going on, they’ve
got the orchestral construction
of Charles Mingus, who is listed
as an influence on their MySpace
page, and occasionally they’ve
got some automatic weapon-like
fingers strolling up and down a
piano like Chick Corea.
But harking back to jazz legends is not all they do. They get
their unique character from fusing jazz with a slew of musical
techniques, from Afro-Cuban
beats to eerie violin to modern
experimental sounds, such as
the splat of some sort of deep
drum recorded through effects and the sound of a needle

Jeff Bordes, trumpeter for Panthelion.
picking up dust from a spinning
vinyl record.
The level of experimentation
might turn some jazz purists
away, but hey, it’s not like the
purists can’t find anything to listen to from the past 80-whatever

Courtesy of JRG Photography

years. Panthelion don’t seem to
worry about them. There’s something distinctly modern about
the record.
I got the idea that the jazz
feel is the band’s backbone, their
discipline, that it comes easy to

them — and from there they
push toward the modernism.
It works on “Life After 339”
because the more adventurous
elements are subtle and sparse.
They don’t get in the way.
Each musician has a moment
to shine here and there, not afraid
to let loose, but for the most part
they seem in careful control,
staying within the grooves.
The best thing about this record is that it doesn’t conjure up
images of a few musicians rolling
through a set at their studio —
that’s what it is in reality — but
rather it has actual soul, mood
and atmosphere.
It doesn’t remind me of sipping a drink in a jazz club. Instead, it reminds me of walking
through the Chelsea district
in New York City at four in the
morning in frigid January rain.
It reminds me of sweeping

Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT
STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/ service
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu

EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. www.
GetPaidToThink.com

FOR RENT

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00

PETE’S STOP TIRE AUTO
REPAIR 299 Keyes St @7th.
SJSU students 10% off
(408)294-3240

$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

LRG 2 BDRM 1.5 Bath. $1395/
mo. 1/2 Blk to SJSU. Huge
Bdrms. Parking. 1 yr lease.
(408)309-9554

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or
other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these
further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons
for discount vacations or merchandise.

up grass trimmings outside my
childhood home as the sun begins to set.
It reminds me of one of many
long, saddening drives home I
used to make after visiting my
distant then-girlfriend.
So, yeah, I recommend checking out this record and I have no
regrets about paying $9.99 for it
on iTunes.
They’re billed to play on Friday, Feb. 27, at The Cellar at 399
S. First St., and they have a couple of San Francisco shows lined
up in March.
They will melt your skin.
What’s that mean? It’s a secret.

A local band review will
appear every Tuesday. David
Zugnoni is a Spartan Daily
senior staff writer.
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Let
me
smoke
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Bargains: The upside
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Yes, I Have a Point
Let’s talk about cigarettes and
alcohol.
To all measurable human extents, I am a genius. I am 27 years
old and don’t have a DUI on my
record.
It doesn’t sound impressive,
but if you conducted a survey of
friends in my relative age group,
you would find a healthy number
of DUIs.
This is why I am such a genius.
It also says something for the
number of drunken drivers who
are floating around. The law, naturally, has responded. Drunken
driving offenses end up costing
the offender something not far
away from their life savings, with
repeat offenders being locked up
with the key thrown away.
You may have noticed another
form of response from authorities — in fact, if you chug a six
pack and hop into your car, you
just might get lucky and catch the
last of the holiday sobriety checkpoints.
For the uninitiated, a checkpoint consists of a blockaded
main road of some sort at which
every passing vehicle is stopped
and inspected for drunken
drivers.
While this is a creative way
to boost revenue and it is nice
to meet the officers who keep us
safe, there’s something to be said
for the presumption of innocence
that is being violated here.
Essentially, you should have
broken a law, or at least have behaved in some erratic way, in order to find yourself face to face
with a cop’s flashlight.
Pulling every buzzed driver out

Angelo Lanham is a
Spartan Daily copy editor.
“Yes, I Have a Point” appears
every Tuesday.

DAN LU

Staff Writer
As I hold an unused Circuit City gift card in my hand
and gaze at the vacant red
and gray building in front of
me, I wonder if other wellestablished retail stores will
continue to thrive, or completely close their doors.
Massive amounts of inventory, along with square
footage, are being liquidated
and operations are being shut
down. Companies such as
Circuit City, Steve & Barry’s,
Mervyn’s and KB Toys, have
all closed shop.
Other stores are planning to follow suit by closing
branches and laying off employees. This includes Office
Depot (112 stores reported
to be closing), Pier 1 Imports (125 reported stores)
and Macy’s (closing 11 of
its stores). Left behind are
boarded storefronts which
leave shopping centers full of
unused pavement and dark
buildings.
What is bad for the companies can be possibly good
for consumers. A mother
looking for deals on children’s clothing can find them
at 60 percent off at a department store. A music enthusiast can score albums, speakers and an MP3 player at a
reasonable price. A birthday
girl can receive a dollhouse
for half its selling price.
All of these people are
finding markdowns in red
ink as retailers are trying to
make a profit on non-moving
merchandise.
With businesses shutting
down throughout the nation,
several examples of rebirth
are happening. Several retailers have opened in the spaces
of closed stores, including
Home Depot off Story Road

in San Jose, which was a former Mervyn’s and a Nordstrom Rack in East Palo Alto
in the former space of Sports
Authority.
With the concern of the
country’s economy on the
minds of many, finding food
and merchandise has been
considerably affordable as retailers are offering numerous
sales to lure customers.
Recently, I scored deals
at restaurants where you can
get a two-course meal for
less than 12 bucks, such as at
Applebee’s. Deals like these
help people who are watching their spending and entice
hungry patrons to stop by
their restaurants.
On the retail side, discount stores such as Nordstrom Rack, Marshall’s and
Ross are all doing well offering apparel, housewares,
books, makeup and more at
affordable prices.
With a budget of $100, I
was able to score two graphic
T-shirts, a hooded sweatshirt, a pair of jeans and still
had money leftover to reward
myself with food and dessert.
Lines inside Nordstrom Rack
wrapped around the store as
shoppers and I found some
great deals.
If I talk to a female friend,
she’ll say she can easily fork
up $100 for a brand-name
purse, but in this economy,
saving money and finding
great deals is what people are
trying to do.
Finding great deals in food
and merchandise is fun, but
finding empty storefronts is
not good for our economy.
Once our economy bounces back, hopefully stores can
bounce back as well.
Spending money at retailers will help out struggling
stores and put them back on
track to making money.
The economy is important, but if there are no stores
or restaurants, there will be
no economy whatsoever.

Dan Lu is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Man is liberated through the act of free will
ELISHA MALDONADO
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The Spartan Daily is a public forum.

with this sort of enforcement.
It’s like your big brother arbitrarily tracking you down, demanding to know if you’d been in
his room and stole some change,
turning your pockets out and
sending you on your way.
Another crappy law prohibits
smoking in a car while a child is
present. If a cop sees this happening, there will be a $100 fine.
And you shouldn’t smoke in
a car with a kid. People who do
should be hit with sticks. But this
level of surveillance is downright
oppressive and makes one won-

A giraffe can clean its ears with its tongue? On average, a giraffe’s tongue
is 21-inches long.
— AmusingFacts.com

PHOTOGRAPHERS
MIKE ANDERSON
STEFAN ARMIJO
SANDRA SANTOS
YOUNG-SUNG KWON

OPINION PAGE POLICY

Smoking is bad,
yes, but it’s a legal
product society has
allowed some of its
population to become
dependent on.

der if the next step will be secondhand smoke Gestapo busting into
your house and making sure nonsmokers aren’t subject to toxins.
Speaking of cigarettes, it’s
very possible that a smoking ban
will occur on campus, and there’s
nothing like a proposition such as
this one to bring all the whiners
out of the woodwork.
Without even bringing up
the numerous health benefits of
smoking, these people press their
hands to their foreheads and say,
and honestly believe, that a single
whiff of secondhand smoke will
cause them nine kinds of cancer
and a hole in their throat.
This information undoubtedly comes from the scare campaign of exaggerated TV commercials, which is like getting
information about presidential
candidates from their campaign
commercials.
Smoking is bad, yes, but it’s a
legal product society has allowed
some of its population to become
dependent on. Smokers should
be considerate and avoid blowing smoke on tobacco-free angels,
but said angels who complain and
complain about catching a drift of
smoke need to grow up.
Smokers are increasingly dehumanized by this population, and
society — the same society that
used to tell us that smokers are cool
cats on horses — is now allowing
this mindset to take over.
If it’s going to come to
Orwellian laws and campus bans,
just make the damn things illegal.
That’d be more consistent with
the logic.
This is small potatoes compared with everything else going
down in the world today. Nevertheless, we need to step back and
look at the people and habits we
like to use for finger-pointing.
We’re all human, right?

DID YOU KNOW...
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of his or her car for the pleasure
of reciting the alphabet backwards and blowing into a tube
may seem like an efficient way
to eliminate drunken driving,
but some of those resources
would be better spent patrolling a somewhat broader area in
search of drunks driving over fire
hydrants, pets and families.
For one thing, there is a strong
contrast between the law’s idea of
what is drunk and that of Joe Six
Pack, who believes that he drives
better after knocking back a few
cold ones.
The truth is that some people
handle their alcohol better than
others. While one person may
still have his or her coordination
intact with a blood alcohol level of
0.10, others may be incapacitated
by a glass of wine. Attempting to
set up a universal criteria for a diverse population always leaves a
sizable margin of error.
This is not to say drunken driving should be allowed as a hobby,
but there should be some level of
trust in the public’s ability to know
their limits that can’t be respected

... in love and war
From the first day of class,
and every day henceforth, political science associate professor
Cobie Harris has implicitly said
we the people, the purveyors of
freedom, are not free ourselves.
Because, he says, the people
do not have complete reign over
themselves.
We built our country on the
notion of liberty, justice and
equality and, yet, still, Professor
Harris examples, employers can
ask us to take “pee-pee” tests in
order to get a job. That isn’t liberty, he imparts.
I disagree with Harris.
Everyone has liberty, because
every man has free will. Every
man has the power of his own
choice.
Perhaps John Milton said it
best when he wrote in “Paradise
Lost,” “A mind (is) not to be
changed by place or time. The
mind is its own place, and in itself can make a Heav’n of Hell
or Hell of Heav’n.”
The point is, even if we are

not physically free, we are innately free.
There is always some choice
— even if the options we have
are not options we like. Even if
it is just changing the way we
think, we are free.
Not to say we cannot be
persecuted, but our regime was
built to help us think freely first
(see the Constitution, especially
the intellectual freedom amendments).
Aristotle drives home the
point that for people to really be
free, they must be able to think
clearly.
Intellectual freedom is more
important than physical freedom. In fact, you really cannot
be physically free unless your
thoughts are well-ordered and
reasonable.
This brings to mind Edmond
Dantes, the protagonist in Alexandre Dumas’ novel, “The
Count of Monte Cristo.” Imprisoned for a crime he did not
commit, Dantes breaks through
his physical captivity and uses
his mind for release.
He becomes an expert in foreign languages, foreign affairs,
economics, philosophy, fighting, everything and anything.
Let me explain what I am driving
toward.
There are some lawmakers suggesting to reimpose the Fairness
Doctrine, a scrapped federal regulation that would require broad-

casters to present opposing views
on public and political issues.
Exhibit A: Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., said in 2007 she
planned to “look at the legal and
constitutional aspects of ” reviving the Fairness Doctrine.
“I believe very strongly that
the airwaves are public and
people use these airwaves for
profit,” she said. “But there is a
responsibility to see that both
sides, and not just one side of
the big public questions of debate of the day, are aired and are
aired with some modicum of
fairness.”

Intellectual freedom
is more important
than physical
freedom. In fact,
you really cannot be
physically free
unless your thoughts
are well-ordered and
reasonable.
Sen. Debbie Stabenow, DMich., told liberal radio press
host Bill Press last week, “I absolutely think it’s time to be
bringing accountability to the
airwaves.”
The question that springs
to mind is: Who are they — I

mean, a select group of lawmakers — to choose what is fair and
what is not for the people?
And, really, what is fair?
You can measure out exact
portions of cake and someone is
still going to complain that another got more frosting.
The conservatives and Republicans are not at all pleased
at the possibility of this revival.
Some Republicans have even
gone as far as to introduce a bill
that would bar bringing back the
Fairness Doctrine, which they
believe would be their demise
— at least as far as conservative
talk radio is concerned.
“Freedom of speech is under
attack in this country,” Sen. Jim
DeMint, R-SC., told the Washington Times in January. “I am
just committing today to use
every rule, every tactic that we
have at our disposal, to keep the
Fairness Doctrine from moving
to Congress or to overrule it if it
is implemented by the FCC.”
And he is right.
The issue is freedom of
speech and press — an attack
on an individual’s right to hold
any view and express it. This, in
some ways, is what the Fairness
Doctrine tries to suppress: the
expression of thought, which
turns out to be none of the government’s business.
Radio is a free-market entity,
not a government institution.
By imposing a diametrically

opposed view on an individual
who has not gone to a particular source — in this case, liberal
talk radio — it is as if the government is attempting to rule
the individual’s mind.
To prescribe what it deems
best for an individual, in this
case, to hear. It is on the Constitution that we have built our
government, and it is that Constitution that forbids the violation of individual rights.
On the subject of censorship,
Justice William Douglas once
said, “But our society — unlike
most in the world — presupposes that freedom and liberty
are in a frame of reference that
make the individual, not the
government, the keeper of his
tastes, beliefs, and ideas.
That is the philosophy of the
First Amendment.”
I am a proponent for hearing
all sides of an argument (how
else do you know what you agree
with, or don’t?), but a government-placed doctrine is not the
answer.
Our society is only free to the
extent that we are mentally capable of being free — intellectual
freedom cannot be imposed —
and this would be an affront to it.
Elisha Maldonado is the
Spartan Daily investigations
editor. “... in love and war”
appears every other Tuesday.
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SJSU baseball team led by long-time Spartan

MINH PHAM
Staff Writer

The weather is cold, wet and
windy and the ground is muddied
with dirt and gravel. A group of
about 20 young men are gathered
around Sam Piraro, SJSU’s head
baseball coach.
This season will mark his 22nd
year as head coach.
He is the only Spartan coach
with more than 500 victories. By
his side is his son Jason Piraro,
who is starting his fourth season
as the Spartans’ coordinator of
baseball operations. The team
had finished its fifth intersquad
game, getting in as much practice
as possible before the season starts
on Friday at home against
Saint Joseph’s.
Across the baseball field, the
team stands around the pitcher’s
mound. The atmosphere has
a frenzied energy, like that of
a machine starting to grind its
gears again.
After the discussion, the
team breaks. Some players gather equipment, while
others get the tarp ready to
cover the field.
Everybody has a responsibility
and players are moving without a
word from their coach.
“The thing about my dad is
that he doesn’t change,” Jason Piraro said. “On and off the field, he
teaches the players to be young
men. Grades have always been important to him. Our players have
become cops and lawyers.”
Doga Gur, SJSU’s assistant
sports information director,
holds the same high regard for
Sam Piraro.
“I feel very privileged to be
working with him,” Gur said. “You
can see the loyalty he feels for
SJSU. I’m impressed by the quality of the players and how they’ve
stepped up in the classroom
and in the game. They’re always
improving.”
Just as Piraro sees his team as
more than baseball players, he sees
his responsibilities to do more
than coach.
“I feel responsibility to educate,” he said. “To make this an
experience they can call back later
on in life.”
In Nov. 2002, Piraro was faced
with a life-changing experience
when he was diagnosed with bone
marrow cancer.
“I had been hit between the
eyes and I used my competitiveness to get through it,” Piraro said.
“I had to provide an example.”
“I want my players to be able to
be unselfish,” he added. “This is a
lifetime experience and you have
to make sacrifices, from hours
of practice to mandatory study
sessions.
“Life is challenging and I want
them to draw on their mental
toughness to keep on going.”

Sam Piraro’s
Accomplishments
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

685 wins at SJSU
Over 100 wins against ranked teams
Three time WAC coach of the year
Coached one of two teams in WAC
history to sweep Rice in a three game
series
Led Spartans to College World Series
in 2000
2000 Rawlings Coach of the Year
Team has been nationally ranked
47 times during his tenure
His players have posted the highest
GPA among male athletes in two of the
past three years at SJSU
Named Italian-American Association
Sportsperson of the year in 2000
More than 900 career wins, including Mission College and SJSU Junior
Varsity
Source / SJSU Athletics

CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan Daily
SJSU baseball head coach Sam Piraro peers over Blethen Field
Fie during practice last Thursday. Piraro has been through 21
seasons
seasons. He has been dubbed the Western Athletic Conferen
Conference Coach of the Year and advanced to the NCAA College World Series in 2000.

Piraro learned these lessons for
himself when he played as an infielder for SJSU from 1971 to1972,
during his undergraduate years.
“I loved my experience working under Gene Menges, the former coach at SJSU,” Piraro recalled.
“He taught me lessons in evaluation, patience, sportsmanship and
having an open mind.”
From being a former player
to being the head coach, Piraro
said he has great loyalty for the
university, and it also has great
loyalty to him.
“SJSU stuck with me and the
direction I wanted to take the team
when I was sick,” Piraro said. “They
listened to my requests for my assistants to coach the team. They
didn’t have to, but they trusted my
judgment and opinion.”
Jeff Pritchard, one of the team’s
assistant coaches, said that he was

very fortunate to spend time with
the coach and witness his passion
for teaching.
“What he’ll be measured by is
the amount of lives he’s affected,
which is infinite and I’m proud to
be a part of that,” Pritchard said.
“He’s a man of standards. It can
be difficult working with him,
but rewarding.”
Jason Martin, a sophomore
utility player, said his coach is always prepared and focused.
“We have team building meetings and a part of it is about life,”
Martin said. “He helps the team
with being on time, and we listen
to what he has to say because he’s
been there.”
With about 33 years of coaching
under his belt, Piraro has worked
with many SJSU teams.
“They’re a fun group. I can push
them and they’ll come back,” he

said. “They’ve got great resiliency
and understand the big picture.
They have a trust and belief in
what they’re doing. I know they’re
getting something back from my
hard work.”
With his late grandfather Ed
Sobczak as a member of SJSU’s
Baseball Hall of Fame, senior

pitcher Scott Sobczak said he has
worked with great baseball coaches like Piraro before.
“He works extremely hard,” he
said. “Giving up is never an option.
Rain or shine, he’s always trying
to make us better and constantly
fighting for his team. He embodies
a true Spartan.”

At 57 years old, Piraro said he
doesn’t look too far into the future.
“I take it year by year,” he said.
“If I can still do a good job, I’ll be
coaching here. This isn’t work
for me. My heart starts to pump
when I turn on 10th Street and I
never take it for granted. This is
my dream job.”

